Past and Present Tense

Tick the boxes to show whether these sentences use the past or the present tense.

Past Present

The unpolished brass door handle bit like ice against Tilda's palm.

“It's working.”

Tilda nursed her hand and glared at the stubborn metalwork.

“It moved!”

“It smells like Grandad's woodworking shed.”

Can you turn these verbs from the present into the past tense?
The first one has been done for you.

Present Past

it belongs it belonged
he feels
she thinks

you hope

they wonder

Now, see if you can turn these whole sentences from the past tense into the present tense.

The thought seemed to send a shiver dancing through Charlie’s body.

Tilda leaned her slender frame against an uneven wall.

Now, only the attic needed to be cleared.

Tiring of Charlie’s whimpering, she grabbed his wrist and restarted her ascent.
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Past and Present Tense Answers

Tick the boxes to show whether these sentences use the past or the present tense.

Past Present
The unpolished brass door handle bit like ice against Tilda's palm. \/
“It's working.” \/
Tilda nursed her hand and glared at the stubborn metalwork. \/
“It moved!” \/
“It smells like Grandad's woodworking shed.” \/

Can you turn these verbs from the present into the past tense?
The first one has been done for you.

Present Past

it belongs it belonged

he feels he felt

she thinks she thought
you hope you hoped
they wonder they wondered

Now, see if you can turn these whole sentences from the past tense into the present tense.
The thought seemed to send a shiver dancing through Charlie’s body.

The thought seems to send a shiver dancing through Charlie’s body.

Tilda leaned her slender frame against an uneven wall.

Tilda leans her slender frame against an uneven wall.

Now, only the attic needed to be cleared.

Now, only the attic needs to be cleared.

Tiring of Charlie’s whimpering, she grabbed his wrist and restarted her ascent.

Tiring of Charlie’s whimpering, she grabs his wrist and restarts her ascent.
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Past and Present Tense

Tick the boxes to show whether these sentences use the past or the present tense.

Past Present

The unpolished brass door handle bit like ice against Tilda's palm.

“It's working.”

Tilda nursed her hand and glared at the stubborn metalwork.

“It moved!”

“It smells like Grandad's woodworking shed.”

Can you turn these whole sentences from the past tense into the present tense?

The thought seemed to send a shiver dancing through Charlie’s body.

Tilda leaned her slender frame against an uneven wall.

Now, only the attic needed to be cleared.

Tiring of Charlie’'s whimpering, she grabbed his wrist and restarted her ascent.

Now see if you can write this whole paragraph in the past tense.

Showing how little she cares, Tilda slams the shoe against the door handle with all the strength
she can muster. The rubber sole hits its mark with a determined thud, then bounces away
faster than a ricocheting bullet, throwing Tilda against the solid stone wall.
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Past and Present Tense Answers

Tick the boxes to show whether these sentences use the past or the present tense.

Past Present
The unpolished brass door handle bit like ice against Tilda's palm. \/
“It's working.” \/
Tilda nursed her hand and glared at the stubborn metalwork. \/
“It moved!” \/
“It smells like Grandad's woodworking shed.” \/

Can you turn these whole sentences from the past tense into the present tense?
The thought seemed to send a shiver dancing through Charlie’s body.

The thought seems to send a shiver dancing through Charlie’s body.

Tilda leaned her slender frame against an uneven wall.

Tilda leans her slender frame against an uneven wall.

Now, only the attic needed to be cleared.

Now, only the attic needs to be cleared.

Tiring of Charlie’'s whimpering, she grabbed his wrist and restarted her ascent.

Tiring of Charlie’s whimpering, she grabs his wrist and restarts her ascent.

Now see if you can write this whole paragraph in the past tense.

Showing how little she cares, Tilda slams the shoe against the door handle with all the strength
she can muster. The rubber sole hits its mark with a determined thud, then bounces away
faster than a ricocheting bullet, throwing Tilda against the solid stone wall.

Showing how little she cared, Tilda slammed the shoe against the door handle with all
the strength she could muster. The rubber sole hit its mark with a determined thud, then
bounced away faster than a ricocheting bullet, throwing Tilda against the solid stone wall.
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Past and Present Tense

Tick the boxes to show whether these sentences use the past or the present tense.

Past Present

The unpolished brass door handle bit like ice against Tilda's palm.

“It's working.”

Tilda nursed her hand and glared at the stubborn metalwork.

“It moved!”

“It smells like Grandad's woodworking shed.”

Can you turn these sentences from the past tense into the present tense?

The thought seemed to send a shiver dancing through Charlie’s body.

Tilda leaned her slender frame against an uneven wall.

Now, only the attic needed to be cleared.

Tiring of Charlie’s whimpering, she grabbed his wrist and restarted her ascent.

Now see if you can write this whole paragraph in the past tense.

The combination of light and dust blinded her for a moment as her feet landed on bare
floorboards. Warmth she hasn’t expected wraps itself around her like welcoming arms.

Once acclimatised to the room’s unexpected brightness, Tilda can hardly believe the sight
which greets her.

The attic stretches across the entire length and width of the building; as Tilda'’s gaze bounces

from one corner to the next, she is shocked to see that every centimetre of space is filled with
exactly the same thing...
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Past and Present Tense Answers

Tick the boxes to show whether these sentences use the past or the present tense.

Past Present
The unpolished brass door handle bit like ice against Tilda's palm. \/
“It's working.” \/
Tilda nursed her hand and glared at the stubborn metalwork. \/
“It moved!” \/
“It smells like Grandad's woodworking shed.” \/

Can you turn these sentences from the past tense into the present tense?
The thought seemed to send a shiver dancing through Charlie’s body.
The thought seems to send a shiver dancing through Charlie’s body.
Tilda leaned her slender frame against an uneven wall.

Tilda leans her slender frame against an uneven wall.

Now, only the attic needed to be cleared.

Now, only the attic needs to be cleared.

Tiring of Charlie’s whimpering, she grabbed his wrist and restarted her ascent.

Tiring of Charlie’s whimpering, she grabs his wrist and restarts her ascent.
Now see if you can write this whole paragraph in the past tense.

The combination of light and dust blinded her for a moment as her feet landed on bare
floorboards. Warmth she hasn’t expected wraps itself around her like welcoming arms.

Once acclimatised to the room’s unexpected brightness, Tilda can hardly believe the sight
which greets her.

The attic stretches across the entire length and width of the building; as Tilda’s gaze bounces
from one corner to the next, she is shocked to see that every centimetre of space is filled with
exactly the same thing...

The combination of light and dust blinded her for a moment as her feet landed on bare
floorboards. Warmth she hadn'’t expected wrapped itself around her like welcoming arms.
Once acclimatised to the room’s unexpected brightness, Tilda could hardly believe the sight
which greeted her.

The attic stretched across the entire length and width of the building; as Tilda's gaze bounced
from one corner to the next, she was shocked to see that every centimetre of space was filled
with exactly the same thing...
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